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ABSTRACT
The indole nucleus seems to be a promising basis for design and synthesis of new derivatives able to
protect oxidative stress in a variety of acute and chronic pathologies. The paper presents an overview of
indole derived compounds in which inhibitory action has been demonstrated against potent microbes and
also tested for antioxidant activity. Cellular damage caused by reactive oxygen species has been implicated in
several diseases and hence antioxidants have significant importance in human health. In vitro evaluation of
antioxidant and antibacterial potentials of the four compounds viz. I 1, I2, I3 and I4 showed significant results.
Compound I4 showed promising results for reducing power, hydroxyl free radical and superoxide scavenging
assays when compared with standard drug. The same showed highest inhibitory activity against Gram positive
organism, where as I1 showed least effect and I2, I3 were moderate in both the activities. Eventhough all the
four compounds are indole derivatives, their change in the potencies may be due to the structural differences.
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INTRODUCTION
Owing to the great structural diversity of biologically active indoles, it is not surprising
that the indole ring system has become an important structural component in many
pharmaceutical agents [1]. Substituted indoles have been referred to as privileged structures
since they are capable of binding to many receptors with high affinity [2]. The indole skeleton is
one of the most attractive frameworks with a wide range of biological and pharmacological
activities. This physiologically important nucleus is abundantly found in therapeutic agents [3]
as well as in natural products. The occurrence and availability of indoles in nature is widespread
and a large number of them exhibit biological activity [4] and some of the indole derivatives
posses cytotoxic activity [5][6][7]. Replacement of indole ring by other heterocycles is often
accompanied by loss of the biological activity. The indole ring system is found in diverse
naturally occurring molecules including Tryptophan -an essential amino acid [8]; 3-indoleacetic
acid the main plant growth hormone of higher plants; and serotonin a bioregulator, which is
one of the key neurotransmitters in animals that plays an essential role in our mental health
[9]. Skatole -3-methylindole [10], arising from the digestion of proteins, is responsible for the
repulsive odour of faeces. chelonin A [11] isolated from a marine sponge of the Chenolaplysilla
species showed potent antimicrobial and anti-inflammatory activities. Discodermindol which
was discovered from Discodermia polydiscus showed cytotoxic activity [12][13],and they also
possess anti-inflammatory properties [14].
Of the compounds interfering with the effects of stress, indole derivatives create a
distinct chemical and pharmacological group. Some of them seem to exhibit a promising
battery of useful properties. By the interaction of the radical with other protein radicals, crosslinks might be generated in proteins, thus leading to their impairment. An antioxidant is a
molecule capable of showing or preventing the oxidation of other molecules. Oxidation process
is one of the most important routes for producing free radicals in food, drugs and even living
system, and also participates in numerous pathological processes. A balance between tissue
concentration of ROS and natural antioxidative mechanisms in tissue is disturbed under such
conditions. This may either result from an increased local production of ROS or from exhaustion
of the antioxidant capacity of the tissue. In cellular oxidation reactions, super oxide radical
normally is formed first, and its effect can be magnified because it produces other kinds of celldamaging free radicals and oxidizing agents. The damaging action of the hydroxyl radical is the
strongest among free radicals [15]. Reactive oxygen species produced by ultraviolet light,
ionizing radiation, chemical reactions and metabolic process have numerous pathological
effects, such as causing lipid peroxidation, protein peroxidation, DNA damage and cellular
degeneration related to cardiovascular disease, ageing, cancer, inflammatory diseases, and a
variety of other disorders [16][17][18]. Low level of antioxidants or inhibition of antioxidant
enzymes causes oxidative stress and may damage or kill cells [19]. It has been suggested that
antioxidant may amend cellular oxidative status and prevent biologically significant molecules
such as DNA, proteins, and membrane lipids from oxidative damage and as a result lesser the
risk of several chronic diseases including cancer and cardiovascular diseases [20].
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Infectious diseases are the world’s major threat to human health and life, accounting for
almost 50,000 deaths per day [21]. The discovery of antibiotics and their uses as
chemotherapeutic agents kindled a brief in the medical fraternity that antibiotics will lead to
the eradication of all the infectious diseases. The development of resistant microorganism on
prolonged exposure to existing antimicrobial agents has been known for a long time [22]. There
is arising prevalence of pathogenic microorganisms which is resistant to the newer or modern
antibiotics that have been introduced in the last three decades [23]. Thus diseases and the
causative agents, which were once thought to be controlled by antibiotics, are returning in new
forms resistant to antibiotics [24]. Thus the development of new sources of antibiotics is a
global challenge for preoccupying research institutions, pharmaceutical companies and
academia [25].
Hence, the present work reports the in vitro antioxidant and antibacterial properties of
the synthesized indole derivatives. The reducing power, hydroxyl free radical and superoxide
scavenging activity were assayed using standard methods. The inhibiting property of the
compounds on certain bacteria which causes diseases was also studied. Results of such studies
are reported in this paper.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Compounds and materials
Table 1: Details of compounds selected for the activities.
Compound
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C22H14BrFN2O2
2-[2-(4bromophenyl)1H-indol-3-yl]N-(4fluorophenyl)2oxoacetamide.
C22H14ClFN2O2
2-[2-(4chlorophenyl)1H-indol-3-yl]N-(4fluorophenyl)2oxoacetamide.
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C22H14F2N2O2
N-(4fluorophenyl)2-[2-(4fluorophenyl)1H-indol-3-yl]2oxoacetamide.
C23H17FN2O2
N-(4fluorophenyl)2-[2-(4methylphenyl)1H-indol-3-yl]2oxoacetamide.

376.35

372.39

Four synthesized indole derivatives with possible biological activities were procured
from the Department of Chemistry, Kuvempu University, Karnataka, India. The details of the
compounds are shown in table 1. All solvents and other chemicals used were of analytical grade
and obtained from Merck, Mumbai, India.
Antioxidant activity
i. Total reduction ability by Fe3+- Fe2+ transformation
The reducing power of compounds was determined according to the method of Oyaizu
[26]. Different concentrations of compounds (50, 100, 200 and 300 µg) in 1 ml of methanol
were mixed with phosphate buffer (2.5 ml, 2.0 M, pH 6.6) and potassium ferricyanide (2.5 ml,
1%). The mixture was incubated at 50°C for 20 mins, then cooled rapidly and mixed with
trichloroacetic acid (2.5 ml, 10%), which was then centrifuged at 3000 rpm for 10 mins. The
supernatant (2.5 ml) was mixed with distilled water (2.5 ml) and ferric chloride (0.5 ml, 0.1%),
and the amount of iron (II)-ferricyanide complex was determined by measuring the absorbance
at 700 nm. Increased absorbance of the reaction mixture indicates increased reduction
capability, Fe (III) reduction is often used as an indicator of electron-donating activity. BHT
(Butylated hydroxy toluene) was used as a standard. Phosphate buffer (pH 6.6) was used as
blank solution. The absorbance of the final reaction mixture of two parallel experiments was
taken and is expressed as mean ± standard deviation.
ii. Hydroxyl radical scavenging assay
The assay was performed as described by Halliwell et al. method [27] and BHT was used
as a standard. All solutions were prepared freshly. 1 ml of the reaction mixture contained 100 μl
of 2-deoxyribose (28 mM in phosphate buffer, pH 7.4), 500 μl solution of various
concentrations of the compounds (50, 100, 200 and 300 µg), 200 μl of FeCl3 (200 μM) and EDTA
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(1.04 mM), 100 μl of H2O2 (1.0 mM) and ascorbic acid (1.0 mM). After an incubation period of 1
h at 37 °C, 1 ml thiobarbituric acid (1%) and 1 ml of trichloroacetic acid (2.8%) were added to
the test tubes and were incubated in boiling water bath for 20 mins, the extent of deoxyribose
degradation was measured by the TBARS reaction. After cooling; absorbance was measured at
532 nm against the blank solution containing deoxyribose and buffer. The percentage of H2O2
scavenging was calculated as:
% Scavenged [H2O2] = [(Ablank−Asample) /Ablank] × 100
where, Ablank is the absorbance of the blank in absence of sample, and A sample is the absorbance
in the presence of sample.
iii. Superoxide scavenging activity
Measurement of superoxide anion scavenging activity was performed with
NBT/NADH/PMS system based on the Nishimiki method [28]. About 1 ml of NBT (Nitroblue
tetrazolium) solution (156 μM in 100 mM phosphate buffer, pH 7.4), 1ml NADH solution (468
μM in 100 mM phosphate buffer, pH 7.4) and 0.1 ml of sample solution (100, 200, 300 and 400
μg) in methanol were mixed. The reaction started by adding 100 μl of phenazine
methosulphate solution (60 μM in 100 mM phosphate buffer, pH 7.4) to the mixture and BHT
was used as a standard. The reaction mixture was incubated at 25 0C for 5 mins, and the
absorbance at 560 nm was measured against blank samples. Decreased absorbance of the
reaction mixture indicated increased superoxide anion scavenging activity. The percentage of
super oxide anion scavenging was calculated as:
% Scavenged of superoxide anion = [(Ablank−Asample) /Ablank] × 100
where, Ablank is the absorbance of the blank in absence of sample, and A sample is the absorbance
in the presence of the sample.
Bacterial susceptibility testing:
In vitro antibacterial activity of the crude extracts was studied against Gram-negative
and Gram-positive bacteria by the agar well diffusion method [29]. Nutrient agar (Hi Media,
India) was used as the bacteriological medium. 10 mg of test compounds were dissolved in
DMSO (1ml), thus giving a final concentration of 1mg/0.1ml. Pure DMSO was taken as the
negative control and 10 mg/ml Ciprofloxacin as the positive control. The bacterial strains used
for screening of antibacterial activity were collected from different infectious status of the
patients who had not taken any antibacterial drugs for at least 2 weeks with the help of
authorized physician, in the district health centre of Shivamogga, Karnataka, India. The clinical
isolates were identified following the standard method [30]. One day prior to the test, the
microorganisms were inoculated into sterilized nutrient broth tubes and incubated at 37 oC for
24 hrs. The organisms Staphylococcus aureus (gram positive) and Pseudomonas aeruginosa
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(gram negative) were sub-cultured into sterile nutrient broth. After incubating the same for 24
hours, the growth thus obtained was used as inoculums for the test. 100 µl of each compound
concentration and control compound were dropped into each, appropriate labeled well. The
inoculated plates were kept in the refrigerator for 1 h to allow the extracts to diffuse into the
agar. The Nutrient agar plates were incubated at 37oC for 24 hrs and experiment was
conducted in triplicates. Subsequently, the plates were examined for microbial growth
inhibition and the inhibition zone diameter was measured to the nearest mm.
Statistical analysis:
The values were expressed as mean ± SEM. Statistical analysis of data was performed
using ANOVA followed by student t-test to study the differences amongst the means [31].
Values of P < 0.05 were considered as statistically significant.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
In vitro antioxidant activity
3+

2+

Table 2: Total reduction ability of the 4 compounds by Fe - Fe transformation.
50 (µg)
100 (µg)
200 (µg)
%Inhibition
%Inhibition
%Inhibition
I1
2.00 ± 0.04**
7.64 ± 0.21**
12.47 ± 0.11**
I2
7.26 ± 0.21**
31.74 ± 0.11**
66.46 ± 0.20**
I3
4.04 ± 0.12**
14.70 ± 0.03**
35.27 ± 0.10**
I4
19.80 ± .17**
33.60 ± 0.27**
75.30 ± 0.13**
BHT
115.46 ± 4.70
174.20 ± 3.92
362.36 ± 2.10
The values are the mean of duplicates ± S.E. ** P<0.01 compared to standard.
Compounds

300 (µg)
%Inhibition
28.18 ± 0.40**
78.12 ± 0.44**
57.56 ± 0.42**
142.06 ± 0.78**
605.24 ± 0.52

Table 3: Hydroxyl radical scavenging assay of the 4 compounds.
50 (µg)
100 (µg)
200 (µg)
%Inhibition
%Inhibition
%Inhibition
I1
4.89 ± 0.03**
6.57 ± 0.30**
12.82 ± 0.09**
I2
8.32 ± 0.16**
14.50 ± 0.33**
17.55 ± 0.13**
I3
6.38 ± 0.35**
12.50 ± 0.33**
21.48 ± 0.37**
I4
10.46 ± 0.17**
22.66 ± 0.21**
36.45 ± 0.37**
BHT
17.63 ± 0.35
32.47 ± 0.26
48.44 ± 0.42
The values are the mean of duplicates ± S.E. ** P<0.01 compared to standard.
Compounds

April – June

2011

RJPBCS

Volume 2 Issue 2

300 (µg)
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26.38 ± 0.36**
25.69 ± 0.27**
66.18 ± 0.40**
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Table 4: Superoxide scavenging activity of the 4 compounds.
100 (µg)
200 (µg)
300 (µg)
%Inhibition
%Inhibition
%Inhibition
I1
9.64 ± 0.18**
11.68 ± 0.25**
17.60 ± 0.09**
I2
12.51 ± 0.34**
22.48 ± 0.46**
30.62 ± 0.35**
I3
10.62 ± 0.24**
32.53 ± 0.05*
37.58 ± 0.33**
I4
12.50 ± 0.33**
47.59 ± 0.36**
48.45 ± 0.37**
BHT
20.64 ± 0.21
54.08 ± 1.59
57.82 ± 0.17
The values are the mean of duplicates ± S.E. ** P<0.01 compared to standard.
Compounds

400 (µg)
%Inhibition
22.81 ± 0.60**
32.11 ± 0.23**
39.12 ± 0.23**
80.85 ± 0.40**
100.50 ± 0.23

Indole derivatives have a heterocyclic aromatic ring structure with high resonance
stability and several different substituents on the ring, and this led the researchers to suspect
antioxidant activity in these compounds on theoretical founds. In the reducing power assay, the
presence of antioxidants in the samples would result in the reducing of Fe 3+ to Fe2+ by donating
an electron. Amount of Fe2+ complex can then be monitored by measuring the formation of
Perl's Prussian blue at 710 nm. Increasing absorbance at 700 nm indicates an increase in the
reductive ability. Table 2 shows the reducing power of the 2-phenyl indole derivatives at
various concentrations. Compounds I2 and I4 showed highest reductive ability compared to
compounds I1 and I3 which were active considerably. All compounds showed comparatively
lesser but significant reductive ability than the standard BHT at all the concentrations. Table 3
shows the hydroxyl scavenging effect of the indole derivatives at various concentrations, which
were generated by reaction of Ferric-EDTA together with H2O2 and ascorbic acid. The
compound I4 was noticed to prevent the action of hydroxyl radical against deoxyribose. Further
compounds I2 and I3 were moderately effective to inhibit the degradation of deoxyribose by
hydroxyl radical, where as compound I1 recorded lowest inhibition. It is well known that
hydrogen peroxide generated by human polymorph nuclear leukocyte alter human IgG to a
fluorescence product which is antigenic in reacts with IgM and IgA rheumatoid factors [32]. The
formation of the alter IgG is inhibited by catalyses, which also inhibit the binding of this
antigenic IgG to rheumatoid factors. Thus the inhibition of hydrogen peroxide formation may
be effective in the treatment of inflammatory disorders. Zeynep et al. [33] has also showed that
indole derivatives are a potent hydroxyl radical scavenger. The superoxide anion derived from
dissolved oxygen by phenazine methosulphate/NADH coupling reaction reduces NBT. The
decrease in the absorbance at 560 nm with the compounds thus indicates the consumption of
superoxide anion in the reaction mixture. The results of the inhibitory effects of 2-phenyl indole
derivatives at various concentrations are presented in table 4. Additionally compounds I 2 and I3
showed appreciable scavenging of superoxide anion compared to compound I 1. Whereas
compound I4 showed very high activity compared to that of the standard BHT at all the
concentrations. The occurrence of carbon and nitrogen centered radicals may explain the
possible antioxidant mechanism of indole derivatives [34] that was proved by electroanalytical
studies [35]. Therefore, the observation of different effects of synthetic compounds on various
antioxidant activities was not surprising since the mechanism of production of oxidative stress
by these methods were different [36][37][38].
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Antibacterial activity
Table 5: Antibacterial activities of the 4 compounds.
Zone of inhibition (mm)
Compounds
I1
I2
I3
I4
Ciprofloxacin

S. aureus
Sputum
8.75±0.28**
12.72±0.23**
12.21±0.24**
19.86±0.19**
27.94±0.36

Pus
16.10 ± 0.28**
20.16 ± 0.37**
16.02 ± 0.23**
20.03 ± 0.32**
29.83 ± 0.12

P. aerugenosa
Sputum
Urine
12.14 ± 0.31**
11.22 ± 0.39**
14.20 ± 0.34**
16.00 ± 0.13**
15.19 ± 0.33**
14.96 ± 0.17**
17.70 ± 0.38**
19.98 ± 0.16**
28.74 ± 0.16
29.68 ± 0.32

The values are the mean of triplicates ± S.E. ** P<0.01 compared to standard.

Synthesized compounds were screened for their antibacterial activity against
Staphylococcus aureus and Pseudomonas aerugenosa. The maximum activity was found in
compound I4 for both the Gram strains, which was followed by I2 and I3. Where as I1 showed
very less significant results against both the strains (Table 5). The inhibition zones obtained by
compound I4 against both the organism samples isolated from sputum, pus and urine are
significantly high and similar to that of the standard ciprofloxacin. The antibacterial activity was
observed to be high towards Staphylococcus aureus than Pseudomonas aerugenosa, which
correlates to the fact that the cell wall in Gram-positive bacteria has a single layer, whereas the
Gram-negative cell wall is a multi-layered structure [39][40], acting as a barrier to many
environmental substances, including antibiotics [41]. According to Sibel et al. [42] the changes
in zone produced by the compounds are mainly related to particular properties that depend on
their respective chemical structures.
CONCLUSION
The above findings suggest that the four compounds exert significant antioxidant
activity in vitro and also possess inhibitory effect against different bacteria. The effects are
more evident for compound I1. However, the activity level of the compounds can be more
accurately evaluated in terms of MIC values as the zone of inhibition might be influenced by
solubility and diffusion rate. In addition, in vivo studies are necessary to determine the toxicity
of the active constituents, their side effects, circulating levels, pharmacokinetic properties and
different pharmacological activities. Compound I1 with no substitution at the indolic nucleus
has the simplest structure and could be considered as a promising agent for further evaluation
of the mechanism of in vivo antioxidant activity and other properties.
REFERENCES
[1]

Sundberg RJ. In Best Synthetic Methods, Indoles; Academic Press: New York, 1996, pp.
7-11.

April – June

2011

RJPBCS

Volume 2 Issue 2

Page No. 360

ISSN: 0975-8585
[2]

[3]

[4]
[5]
[6]
[7]
[8]
[9]
[10]
[11]
[12]
[13]
[14]
[15]
[16]
[17]
[18]
[19]
[20]
[21]
[22]
[23]
[24]
[25]
[26]
[27]
[28]
[29]
[30]
[31]
[32]
[33]
[34]
[35]

Evans BE, Rittle KE, Bock MG, DiPardo RM, Freidinger RM, Whitter WL, Lundell GF,
Verber DF, Anderson PS, Chang RS, Lotti VJ, Cerino DH, Chen TB, Kling PJ, Kunkel KA,
Springer JP, Hirshfield J. J Med Chem 1988; 31: 2235 .
Joule JA. Indole and its Derivatives. In Science of Synthesis: Houben-Weyl Methods of
Molecular Transformations; Thomas, E. J., Ed.; George Thieme Verlag: Stuttgart,
Germany, Category 2, 2000, pp. 10.
Katritzky R, Ress CW, Scriven EF. Comprehensive Heterocyclic Chem., A revive of the
literature 1982-1995, Elsevier Science Limited Oxford, 1996, pp. 2.
Herb R, Carroll AR, Yoshida WY, Scheuer PJ, Paul VJ. Tetrahedron 1990; 46: 3089-3092.
Muratake Hideaki, Takako Seino, Mitsutaka Natsume. Tetrahedron Letters 1993; 34(30):
4815-4818.
Muratake H, Mikawa A, Seino T, Natsume M. Chem Pharm Bull 1994; 42(4): 854-864.
Rose WC. Physiological Reviews 1938; 18(1): 109-136.
Speeter ME, Heinzleman RV, Weisblat J. J Am Chem Soc 1951; 73: 5514-15.
Kenneth V Thimann, Gordon M Loos. Plant Physiol 1957; 32(4): 274-279.
Bobzin SC, Faulkner DJ. J Org Chem 1991; 56: 4403-4407.
Fusetani N, Sugawara T, Matsunaga S, Hirota H. J Org Chem 1991; 56(16): 4971-4974.
Stevenson GI, Smith AL, Lewis S, Michie SG, Neduvelil JG, Patel S, Marwood R, Castro JL.
Bioorg Med Chem Lett 2000; 10: 2697- 2699.
Biberger C, Von Angerer EJ. Mol Biol 1996; 58: 31.
Liu F, Ng TB, Wang ZT. Life Sci 2000; 66(8): 709-23.
Bauerova K, Bezek A. Gen Physiol Biophys 1999; 18: 15-20.
Finkel T, Holbrook NJ. Nature 2000; 408: 239–247.
Visioli F, Kearey JF, Halliwell B. Cardiovascular Res 2000; 47: 409-414.
Strail P, Klejdus B, Kuban V. J Agric Food Chem 2006; 54: 607-616.
Stanner SA, Hughes J, Kelly CN, Buttriss J. Public Health Nutr 2004; 7: 407–422.
Ahmed MA, Kumar, Siddiqui MKJ. Clin Chim Acta 2006; 374: 176-177.
Weisser R, Asscher AW, Winpenny J. Nature 1966; 219: 1365-1366.
Cohen M. Science 1992; 257; 1050-1055.
Alekshun M, Levy SB. Drug Discov Today Ther Strategies 2004; 1: 483–489.
Latha S, Kannabiran K. Afr J Biotechnol 2006; 5(23): 2402-2404.
Oyaizu M. Jpn J Nutr 1986; 44: 307-315.
Halliwell B, Gutteridge JM, Aruoma OI. Anal Biochem 1987; 165(1): 215-219.
Nishimiki. J Ethnopharm 1972; 79.
Nair R, Kalariya T, Chanda S. Turk J Biol 2005; 29: 41-47.
Cowan ST, Steel S. Manual for the Identification of Medica Bacteria, Barrow GI, Feltham
RKA (Eds), Cambridge University Press, 1993, pp. 32.
Nitha B, Meera CR, Janardhanan KK. Current Science 2007; 92(25): 235-239.
Parnham MJ, Leyck S. Agent and Action 1986; 30: 426-431.
Zeynep Ates Alagoz, Tulay Coban, Sibel Suzen. Med Chem Res 2005; 14(3): 169-179.
Wang J. Electroanalytical Techniques in Clinical Chemistry and Laboratory Medicine,
VCH publisher Inc., New York, 1988.
Suzen S, Demircigil BT, Buyukbingol E, Ozkan SA. New Chem 2003; 27: 1007-1011.

April – June

2011

RJPBCS

Volume 2 Issue 2

Page No. 361

ISSN: 0975-8585
[36]
[37]
[38]
[39]

[40]
[41]
[42]

Kombrust DJ, Mavis RD. Mol Pharmacol 1980; 17: 408–414.
Parke DV, Ionnides C, Lewis DFV. Can J Physiol Pharmacol 1991; 69: 537–549.
Dix TA, Aikens J. Chem Res Toxicol 1993; 6: 2-18.
Yao J, Moellering R. Antibacterial agents. In: Murray P, Baron E, Pfaller M, Tenover F,
Yolken R (Eds) Manual of Clinical Microbiology, ASM, Washington, DC, 1995, pp. 12811290.
Ozcelik S, Genel Mikrobiyoloji, Suleyman Demirel Universitesi, Isparta,Turkey, 1998, pp.
259 (in Turkish).
Tortora GJ, Funke BR, Case CL. Microbiology: An Introduction, Benjamin Cummings, San
Francisco, 2001, pp. 88.
Sibel Suzen, Pinar Bozkaya, Tulay Coban, Dog˘ U Nebiog˘ Lu. J Enzym Inhib Med Chem
2006; 21(4): 405-411.

April – June

2011

RJPBCS

Volume 2 Issue 2

Page No. 362

